St. Damian School
Weekly Principal Update

December21, 2017
Merry Christmas! Peace and Blessings toSurool Familiés

Christmas Prayer

Let your goodness Lord appear to us, that we made in your
image, conform ourselves to it. In our own strength we cannot
imitate your majesty, power, and wonder nor is it fitting for us t
try. But your mercy reaches from the heavens through the clou
to the earth below. You have come to us as a small child, but y
have brought us the greatest of all gifts, the gift of eternal love|
Caress us with your tiny hands, embrace us with your tiny arm
and pierce our hearts with your soft, sweet cries.

St. Bernard of Clairvaux (109253)

Open House

St. Damian School will be hostinglaformational Open House
on Sunday, January @&8from 12:00to 2:00 pm forcurrent
families and NEViamilies interested in finding out what great
programs our school has to offelf you know of a potential
family that might be interested, pleagxtend an invitation to our
Open HouseThe information will also be available in the Churc

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
CLASSES RESWUWENDAY,
JANUARY 8, 2018

YEARBOOK DEADLINE
Dec. 3torderyour school
yearbooknline only at
YBPAY.LIFETOUCH.COM

4th Sunday Advent Masse
Dec. 235aturday::60PM
Dec. 24, Sunday: 6:48(8
9:30&1100AM
NO12:30 PM Mass on Dec

Christmas Eve Masses
3:0Q 4:30, ®OPM, and
12Midnight

Christmas Day Mass

8.00, 9:30, 11:60M, 12:30 PN

NO5:00 PM Mass on
Christmas Day

narthexand onour school website Spread the good news about
St. Damian Schdol

St. Damian Grads Named lllinois State Scholars

Congratulations St. Damian Graduates Abram Camarena, Sara Mesim&abrielle Riveraecently

namedlllinois State Scholars at Marist Hi§bhool. Illinois State Scholars represent approximately the
top ten percent of high school seniors from 738 high schools across the state. lllinois State Scholars
possess strong academic potential and are chosen based on a combination of exemplanSATT or

test scores and sixth semester class raffle. are proud of out. Damiaralumni!



St. Damian School

& Preschool Academy

5300 W. 155th St. Oak Forest
stdamianschool.org
Like us on Facebook: St. Damian
School and Preschool Academy

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 28, 2018
11 AM Family Mass Call 708- 687 4230 for a tour or more information
followed by 8.‘ ) ‘D"‘ - m
School Open House Qw
12:00-2:00 pm |
for current &
prospective families ! il w“ w »q \

y |
\\\

Catholic Schools

Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.

See what St. Damian School has to offer:

« Art, Sports, Band & Choir Programs ¢ Cutting Edge Technology, Computer Lab,
o Preschool Academy 3 & 4 year olds iPads, Mimio Boards, 2 Science labs

« Before/After School Care e Full Time Nurse; Counselor, Speech
o Spanish Classes 1st to 8th Grade Services, Enrichment & Resource
o After School Enrichment Classes Teacher

Themission of Saint School is to ensure that individual students reach their potential through
the development of their Catholic faith, character, citizenshipaaadlemics.



FUNDRAISER EVENT

amian g
c e (/’u

Raise Money for: St. Damian School | \ ?

f"‘\
Thursday. January 18, 2018 Panda Express In-store:
10:00 AM - 9:00 PM at 159th & Harlem Show paper or digital version of this flyer
7140 West 159th St. Online:
Orland Park. IL 60467 Enter 240964 in the promo code box during

online checkout.

20% of event sales will be donated to: St. Damian School

Participating Jundralser guests are reguined 10 present 3 Valld unaralser fiyer (N2rd COpy OF SM2M Phone) Wi 830N Ofder 10 Tecele Creok for !e Andralser. Fiyers may not b2 Slstrioued INsice oF Winin vichy of
rEEtEUraTt SIUTNg. WO IIMEST0N 10, T2 TESt3Urant DanKng 10t D20re OF GUMINg J0uT ANaraiEer Panda Restaurant Groud resenes Ma rignt 1o cancel 27y 370 3l Andralser events r 27y 123800 30007
WO pEymE of 355001390 CONEN0N Ss I e Panda Restaurant Group Fundralser Guiceings are not ikowsd

22017 Panda Restauramt Growp, inc. All Rights Resenved. SKU #0000

Tax Credit Scholarsh’DATRAND NEW INFORMATION!

Sleep In Good news! Donors no longer need to stay up untdnighton January 2nd, 2018
order to reserve their credits. The Department of Revenue has indicated applications for
CreditAuthorization Certificates (CAC) will be open beginnirpat (CSTgn January 2nd

Below aredetailed documents from Empower lllinoigArchdiocese of Chicagoa
S50 - SholarshipGranting Organizatior) to help explain the Tax Credit Scholarship
Programto donors and families.

1 About the Tax Credit Scholarstipogram¢ 1 page
1 How to donatec 5 pages

9 Students how to applg 1 page

9 Donors Frequently Asked Questian3 pages
 Students Frequently Asked Questians pages



ABOUT THE
TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROCRAM

INVEST IN KIDS ACT.

Illinois enacted the Inwvest In Kids Scholarship Tax Credit Program in 2017. This program offers a 75 percent

income tax credit to individuals and businesses that contribute to qualified Scholarship Granting Organizations

(5G0s). The SGOs then provide scholarships for students whose families meet the income reguirements to attend gqualified,
non-public schocls in Illincis.

TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIPS.

The Tax Credit Scholarship will cover up to 100% of private school tuition up to a maximum of the average Illincis cost to
educate which is roughly $13,000.

Students with unique learning needs, including those who are gifted, English language learners, or those with special
education qualifications, will receive larger scholarships — up to double— roughly $24,000. Key information about the
program and donating to these scholarships can be found below.

EMPOWER ILLINOIS.

Empower Illinois is an independent 501(c¥3) non-profit SGO responsible for serving approximately B0% of participating
private schools statewide; including all of Illincis’ Catholic Dicceses, most area Jewish schools, Lutheran Schools, secular
schools and many more. Empower Illinois is responsible for:

» Processing donations from individuals and corporations;
» Accepting scholarship applications from students/families; and
» Distnibuting scholarships to eligible students/families in accordance with the law.

TAX CREDITS.

Individual and corporate donors may receive a credit for their [llinois state taxes equal to 75 percent of donations to an SGO.
+ A taxpayer donates $10,000 to an SGO; they are eligible to claim a $7.500 tax credit on their 2018 taxes.

Tax credits are capped at $1 million per taxpayer per year; a donor can contribute about $L33 million to receive the
maximum tax credit allowed. Donors cannot receive a federal deduction for gifts made through this program, but the net
tax benefit to all donors is expected to be greater than ordinary charitable donations of an equal amount. Total tax credits
are capped at $75 million per year statewide, which equates to $100 million in donations and scholarships. Please consult
a tax professional to determine how such gifts will affect tax liability.

DESICNATINGC DONATIONS.

Individuals may direct their donations to a particular schocl or subset of schools, but not to an individual student or group of
students. Corporate donors cannot designate their donations to a particular school.

DONATION PROCESS.

Donors can begin the process by registering with mytasillinois.gov. After the registration process, which can take up to

10 business days, donors will be ready to reserve their tax credit beginning Janumary 2 on a first-come, first served basis.
When reserving their tax credit, donors should select Empower Illinois as the Scholarship Granting Organization. Once their
credit has been reserved, they have &40 days to make their donation to an SGO.

SCHOLARSHIP ELICIBILITY.

To be considered for a 2018-2019 scholarship, K-12 students must come from a househeold with income below 300 percent of
the federal poverty level ($73,800 for family of four). Prior to April 1, priority will be given to:

+ Students from households below 185 percent of the federal poverty level (845,510 for family of four)

» Students who reside in a *focus district” (low-performing public schools)

EMPOWER
ILLINOIS



HOW TO DONATE

TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROCRAM

The Illinois Tax Credit Scholarship Program (TCS) will help low-income and working-class students receive a high-quality
private education while offering a 75 percent income tax credit to individuals and businesses that contribute to a qualified
Scholarship Granting Organization like Empower Illinois. To take advantage of this opportunity, you will need to visit
mytax.illinois.gov to apply for the tax credit in January. The steps below provide instructions for signing up/activating your

account once you receive your Letter ID. Please contact info@empowerillinois.org for assistance.

REQUEST LETTERID

O1. Log on to mytax.illinois.gov

« If you already have an account, enter your username and password to verify

¢ If you do NOT have an account, click the ‘Individuals’ tab

/MyTaxIlnnms TR Home | DES Horme | el + |Contact | Privacy Policy
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02. Click on'Request a Letter ID; under the Miscellaneous’ section

Activation Summary

Sles Accsurt id

Select the taxpayer 1D type you want 1o use to activale your MyTax illinois sccount

SN
Lioerse Numoer = g248 L]
Secvce Burea 1D
Are you trying 1o activate your My Tax ilnois for |
. Ve
No

Please ide your Letser ID. The Letter ID you enter must have been issued within the last 50

s. It you do




03. Enteryour Social Security Number and one of the following:

« IL-PIN

2016 Adjusted Gross Income

¢ IL Driver’s License Number
IL State Identification Number

IS e,

IL-PIN Inquiry

Enter the information below 10 get your IL-PIN. If you are mamied fling joinlly. you will nave 10
enter your spouse’s information separately,

1. Social Security number _

2. Please enter ONE of the following anc confirm your entry using the checkbos.

|
Adjusted Gross Income (from most recently fled return)
® llinois Driver's License Number _
| Ul
SLT Hlinois State igentification Number
b (IL-104
[pubmite o | confirm that this information is associated with my Social Security number.

Conduct Inquiry

04. Click 'Submit'and enter and confirm your email address; then click ‘OK' to submit and receive

your confirmation.
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05. Your Letter ID will be mailed to the address on your last year's tax return. You should receive it
within 7-10 business days.




AFTER YOU HAVE RECEIVED YOU LETTERID
ACTIVATE YOUR ACCOUNT

06. Log on to mytaxillinoisgov and click 'Sign Up Now

’MYT&X““HOIS I0OR Home | DES Homw | Help + | Contact+ | Privacy Poticy
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Quick Links (nelogn mesea)

Mt your R-1040

Maks an tndwideal lscome | as paymart

07. Select SSN, enter your Social Security Number and click submit; then click "Yes' to begin
activating your account

Enter your Letter ID and either your Individual IL Pin or your 2016 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI). If you choose
your IL PIN click on ‘Look Up My IL PIN’ and go to Step 8. If you choose your 2016 AGI go directly to Step 9
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